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armored car and courier in-
dustry, a collection of small
companies all over the coun-

try. .

Ths banks would like to
swallow up the industry, and
the Fed has been deliberating
whether to grant permission.

Unwilling to play Jonah to
the banks' whale, the armored
car and courier companies are
fighting back. As part of their
counterattack, one courier
firm hired Dun & -Bradstreet
to survey how good a job the
courier companies do.

They decided to survey the
Fed's own outlying banks, fig-
uring that if the Fed’s own
branches liked the courier
service, this would be convine-
ing argument that the indus.
try deserved to survive.

Dun & Bradstreet gathered
20 interviews with Fed banks
before their bosses in Wash-
ington got wind of the survey,

Off went a peremptory tele-
gram. “It appears inappro-
priate for officials of Federal
Reserve banks and branches
to express any opinions about
courier services,” wired Board
Secretary Tynan Smith, noting
that a Fed decision on the
takeover wag pending.

To make absolutely-sure the
courler survey was stymied,
Smith added: ‘Please keep us
{nformed if you are contacted
for such i.n!otmatlon.” This so

U.S. Is Backbone of Laos Drug Trade:

intimidated the reglonal Fed
officials that two of them, wha
had already given interviews,
tried to withdraw them. Other
officials insisted their replies
be totally anonymous. ‘
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Although the survey was .

aborted, the courier services

did get some use out of it.-

Based on the incomplete re.
turns, it showed the Fed banks’
were generally satisfied with
the private courier services,

No Spanish Allowed

A top anti-poverty official
has scolded subordinates for
speaking Spanish at a recent

meeting. that included Span- :

ish-speaking officials.
“I was appalled,” wrote op-

erations chief James Griffith,

“to hear a meeting of in-house,
(anti-pvoerty) people closed
with a statement in Spanish

and answered in Spanish. Thig |

was absolutely uncalled for
and taken as 2 direct insult by.
the persons in attendance”

Griffith's rebuke ' was di~
rected at migrant staff ofﬁcm
Pete Merilez. Asked for an ex~
planation, Griffith told wus:
“We poor gringos who don't.
speak Spanish sometimes get:
embarrassed when we hear
others speak it. We get the
feeling theyre speaking be-
hind our bac :
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